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                      RIVERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL
HOMEWORK POLICY
Introduction
At Riverside Primary School we believe that homework forms an integral part of the education our pupils receive and we encourage parents to work with the school to understand the nature and purpose of homework, support their children in its completion and develop good homework habits since homework is known to improve academic outcomes.  
It cannot be emphasised enough that co-operation between school and home in primary schools is an essential part of a child’s learning process, and that parents and carers have a vital role in supporting, encouraging and celebrating a child’s progress. Such co-operation is vital to the success of this school policy.

Rationale
Homework is an important part of a child’s education, and can add much to a child’s development.
We see homework as an important example of cooperation between teachers and parents/carers. We want our children to develop as independent learners and we believe that doing homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning.

Aims and Objectives:
The aims and objectives of homework are to enable some aspects of the curriculum to be further explored independently; provide educational experiences not possible in school; consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children to practise skills taught in lessons.
Riverside Primary School aims to utilise home learning and home reading in a positive and constructive way to foster enthusiasm and enjoyment in self-improving study, in order to:-
1	Achieve progression towards independence and a pupil’s responsibility for their own learning.
2	Extend and support the learning experience through reinforcement and revision, including literacy and numeracy.
3	Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences.
4	Ensure that parents and carers have a clear understanding about expectations from themselves and their children.
5	Enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development.

The Home Learning Experience
Home Learning, including regular set homework tasks and activities provides pupils with the experience of working by themselves, without immediate resource to teachers or other pupils to consolidate, to extend work covered in school and to develop the habit of private study. Teachers vary the tasks set ensuring the needs of individual pupils are taken into account.
Home Learning activities and set tasks are always related to the work pupils are undertaking in school and are relevant to their own needs.  It is important that there is a balance of tasks so that the planning and feedback is manageable by the teacher and completion is achievable by the pupils. 

Homework Matrix of activities
At our school, homework is delivered through a homework matrix. Children are presented with a grid which shows NINE interesting activities and projects to complete. These activities are across all curriculum subjects and include PE and Art. 
Children are required to complete SIX of these tasks over a half term and bring them into school when they have been completed.  All tasks are appropriate to the age of the children and related to their current areas of learning. 
Children can choose which activities they would like to complete and which order they would like to do them in. They have the option of bringing in all of the activities at once at the end of the half term or bringing them in each week as they complete them.
All activities will be uploaded to the class pages on the website Children will complete the activities in their Homework Book or bring in models they have completed as part of a project.
Being able to choose which activities to complete and choosing the order in which they would like to do them, will give our children greater responsibility and greater freedom of choice.
All Homework Matrix tasks are evaluated and children are given verbal feedback.



Reading
One of the most vital activities is reading. For reception and key stage 1 pupils, the main homework activity will be regular, daily reading with parents and carers sharing books together. Throughout their time in school, children will be supported in their reading by the use of Phonics (Read, Write, Inc). During their time in school, they may engage in guided reading, shared reading, reading to themselves, listening to an adult read or, if they are fluent readers, reading on their own in the presence of an adult for a period of time. The book should be talked about, new words discussed and pictures and characters enjoyed together. 
Reading practice and listening to others read continues to be essential throughout the primary years.  Younger children may be doing this whilst reading a school reading book or a storybook from home; older children may be reading a reference book for a science or history project.


Homework Timetable 
Home Learning Activities will be set in each class as follows:-
	Class
	Homework content
	Dates (given out, taken in)

	Reception 
	Home/school reading

Homework Activity (6 to be completed over the course of the half term)

	Daily practice (Books changed as appropriate
Out on the first Monday of the half term
In the last Friday of the half term (but can be brought in at any point of the half term for celebration and review)

	Key Stage 1
	Home/school reading 
Spellings / Numeracy tasks (Y2 times tables)

Homework Activity (6 to be completed over the course of the half term)

	Daily
Out Monday
Friday - test
Out on the first Monday of the half term
In the last Friday of the half term (but can be brought in at any point of the half term for celebration and review)

	Key Stage 2
	Home/school reading 
Spellings, times tables or other maths related tasks where appropriate)

Homework Activity (6 to be completed over the course of the half term)

	Daily
Out Monday
In Friday

Out on the first Monday of the half term
In the last Friday of the half term (but can be brought in at any point of the half term for celebration and review)



The role of Parents and Carers in supporting pupils with homework:
As a school, we would encourage parents to:-
· Provide a peaceful place, in which a pupil can do his/her home learning activities whether it’s alone or with an adult.
· Make it clear to pupils how much they value home learning and support the school in explaining how it can help them develop as learners.
· Encourage pupils and praise them when they have completed activities set.
· Become actively involved in joint home learning activities with children.

Feedback for pupil, parents, carers and teachers
Feedback on home learning activities should be prompt and meaningful in order that all parties can build on its success.  This can be oral or written but always relevant.  Children will also be encouraged to review their own work, individually, in pairs or, in groups, and this will be particularly relevant when sharing work done in homework activities.
Teachers will reward children who have completed their homework in full and by the deadline set at the end of the half term.

Monitoring and evaluating the policy
This policy will be monitored regularly by governors of the school’s curriculum and pupil welfare committee to ensure that it reflects any changes in legislation and will be evaluated in the light of any parental concerns. 
Reviewing
The policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.
Next school review: September 2026
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