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Vision
At Riverside, we believe that Art and Design education should be for everyone. Art draws upon sensory experiences and is crucial to children’s educational, personal and creative development. Our curriculum encourages pupils to express their own ideas, build confidence and develop their unique artistic voice through rich, meaningful experiences.
We aim to foster creativity, curiosity, and resilience by providing a high-quality art education that engages, inspires and challenges pupils to explore and experiment. Our curriculum promotes both skill development and freedom of expression, celebrating process as much as product.

Aims and Objectives
Riverside Primary fully supports the National Curriculum by providing opportunities for all pupils to:
· Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.
· Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture, and other art, craft and design techniques.
· Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design.
· Learn about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.

Curriculum Planning
At Riverside, Art is taught through a carefully structured and progressive curriculum that supports the development of technical skills, creative thinking, and artistic confidence.
We follow the AccessArt Primary Art Curriculum from Nursery to Year 6. This is a rich, inclusive scheme of learning designed by artists and educators to foster creativity, independence and visual literacy. It supports a mastery approach to learning while encouraging exploration, reflection and individuality.
· In Years 1 to 6, Art is taught every other half term (three out of six half terms per year), alternating with Design and Technology.
· In Nursery and Reception, AccessArt is used across the year to guide and enrich a variety of individual and small-group creative activities.
AccessArt lessons are rooted in core principles such as the use of sketchbooks, creative risk-taking, process over product, and exposure to a diverse range of contemporary and historical artists. Each unit provides opportunities for children to explore materials, build techniques, make personal choices, and reflect on their learning. Lessons are inclusive and adaptable to support all learners.
Throughout the school, we ensure that children have the opportunity to investigate, explore and develop ideas, as well as evaluate, revisit and improve their work.

Cross-Curricular Links
English:
Art contributes to language development by encouraging children to describe, compare, reflect and articulate ideas about their own and others’ work.
Mathematics:
Children apply concepts of shape, symmetry, pattern, proportion, and measurement through practical, visual exploration.
PSHE and Citizenship:
Art enables children to express feelings, respond to others’ work with empathy and respect, and understand diverse perspectives and cultures.
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
Through collaborative work, discussion and reflection, children build social and emotional awareness. The curriculum includes exposure to diverse artists and cultural traditions, helping children to appreciate creativity across time and place.
ICT:
Children use technology to gather and manipulate visual information. This may include digital photography, photo-editing software and online research into artists and techniques.

Equal Opportunities
Art and Design is a vital part of our inclusive curriculum. We ensure that every child, regardless of ability, background or need, can access, engage with and succeed in art. Tasks are adapted to support and challenge all learners, including those with SEND, EAL, or identified as more able.

Health and Safety
Children are taught to care for tools and materials safely and respectfully. When working with equipment, they learn to:
· Recognise hazards and assess risks.
· Take steps to control risks and ensure safety for themselves and others.
· Use tools and materials appropriately and responsibly.

Guidelines to Practice Across the School
The Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception)
Creative development in the Early Years is supported through a wide range of experiences using the AccessArt approach. Children explore materials, techniques and ideas through open-ended activities linked to Early Learning Goals. Opportunities are provided for both child-initiated and adult-guided art experiences, promoting sensory engagement, exploration, and independence.
Key Stage 1
Pupils are taught to:
· Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.
· Use drawing, painting and sculpture to share ideas, experiences and imagination.
· Develop techniques in colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.
· Learn about and make connections to the work of a variety of artists, craft makers and designers.
Key Stage 2
Pupils are taught to:
· Create and use sketchbooks to record observations, explore ideas and reflect on their learning.
· Refine mastery of techniques including drawing, painting and sculpture using a variety of materials.
· Study the work of great artists, architects and designers, both historical and contemporary.

Assessment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupil progress is assessed formatively throughout each unit. Teachers observe and record children’s development of skills, creativity, and personal expression. At the end of each key stage, summative assessments are made based on outcomes and observations, aligned with the National Curriculum expectations and informed by the AccessArt progression framework. At the end of each topic in Years 1 to 6, we hold a Class Crit- a group discussion where pupils share and reflect on their artwork. This provides an opportunity for children to evaluate their own and their peers’ work, develop their artistic vocabulary, and receive constructive feedback. Class Crits support formative assessment by helping teachers and pupils identify strengths and areas for improvement, fostering a culture of reflection and continuous learning.
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