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English seeks to contribute to the achievement of each of the school’s aims in the following ways:
· The English curriculum aims to promote lively, enquiring minds and a love of further learning; for example through the development of themes, topic and project research and reference.
· English promotes the ability to work diligently, both independently and with others; for example in extended writing tasks and independent project work.
· A sense of self-respect, self-confidence and self-reliance combined with an awareness of the needs of others is especially promoted in English through appropriate and varied literature.
· Depth and quality of feeling, imagination and creativity shared through English; for example through the examination of poetry.
· English promotes a reasoned set of personal attitudes, values and beliefs, an understanding of the world and their place in it and a respect for the values of others; for example through novels, drama and stories from other cultures.

Aims
· To develop listening skills.
· To enable pupils to develop their ability to use and understand English to their full potential, giving emphasis to speaking, listening, drama, reading and writing.
· To promote the spiritual, moral, cultural and academic development of children through language.
· To encourage pupils to become competent, effective and fluent in speaking, increasing understanding of the range and appropriateness of spoken language.
· To give pupils confidence in themselves as effective writers, communicating in a meaningful and interesting way for a variety of purposes and audiences.
· To encourage pupils to become fluent, independent and enthusiastic readers who enjoy a variety of texts.
· To promote cross-curricular links so that pupils can demonstrate the English skills acquired.
· To use language for diagnostic purposes, gathering evidence of achievements and encouraging pupils to aid summative assessments.
Organisation
· English is taught by the class teacher who will address issues of differentiation, special needs and gifted and talented ensuring they are given sufficient challenge in each activity. We use Pathways to Write from Reception to Year 6 to deliver a consistent, progressive writing curriculum. The programme is built around high-quality texts and a mastery approach to developing grammar, vocabulary, and composition skills. Lessons include clear modelling, shared writing, and opportunities for pupils to apply skills independently. Planning is inclusive and adaptable, supporting all learners. Across the school, children write for a range of purposes and audiences, building confidence and fluency over time.
· A discrete focussed 25-minute guided reading session will take place at least 3 times each week from Year 3 to Year 6 to encourage the reading of longer texts and a wide variety of books for enjoyment. It also presents the opportunity for independent learning tasks to be completed. 

· EYFS and Key Stage 1 have a dedicated daily RWInc lesson to teach phonics through a bespoke programme. (See separate Phonics Policy). KS2 children have a dedicated daily Guided Reading lesson. 


· Spellings whether phonic, familiar, or subject specific will be practised regularly according to the needs of individual children.  Children who have access to RWInc phonics programme follow the spelling programme based on RWInc guidance. 

· Handwriting is practised in all classes daily where teachers demonstrate correct letter formation, combinations of letters and letter joins. 

· Children exposed to RWInc have reading books which are taken home for further practice. These books are from the RWInc programme ‘Book Bags’ and are carefully matched to their reading ability and RWInc group. 
Staff Development
As English is an integral part of the curriculum all teachers will be encouraged to attend courses where appropriate and INSET training will be delivered in school by the co-ordinator along with outside agencies.  The aim is to raise the profile of language, reading and writing throughout the curriculum and improve the standard of English.
Cross Curricular Links
[bookmark: _GoBack]Links across the curriculum will be established to complement work in History, Geography, PSHCE, Science and Art to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum.  An enjoyment and love of literature will be fostered through the cross-curricular development of novels which will incorporate speaking, listening, drama activities and character studies.  A ‘Writer of the Week’ certificate will be awarded each week. 
Equal Opportunities
Texts are carefully chosen to highlight equal opportunities, providing a basis for discussion and role play.  Through the English curriculum, issues will be raised that will promote lively discussions from both sexes about their roles and responsibilities in a changing world.  Books are in place which will cover reluctant readers, especially boys to engage in reading for pleasure and information.
Homework
English homework will be included in the homework matrix which is provided to pupils at the start of every half term. 
Assessment
Careful formative assessment is vital in English if pupils are to make progress.  Ongoing formative assessments provides us with information about what pupils know about language and its use.  Writing will be marked and analysed by the class teacher with the results being used to help plan the next stage for our pupils.  
Ongoing assessments are tracked using Sonar. This system ensures leaders and teachers know how children are learning against the expectations of a new, rigorous curriculum. Sonar uses Age-related benchmarking to explore pupil learning so we can see who is on track for End of Key Stage 1 and End of Key Stage 2 standards and who is falling behind and needs extra support. The Sonar tracker is also an extensive tool for informing teachers’ planning, ensuring children are exposed to bespoke opportunities which match their needs. 
Special Educational Needs
Children with special educational needs in English will be assessed through ongoing formative assessments, with outside agencies involved as required.  Extra support will be delegated to assist with their development.  The support may take the form of elements of the literacy hour being provided by support staff to suit the needs of small groups of pupils (refer to the SEN Policy). Alternatively the support of outside agencies may be used.
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