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RIVERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL

PHONICS POLICY

Rationale:
Language is central to living and learning. Riverside Primary School fully supports the idea that Literacy is part of the ‘core learning’ of schools. This is reflected in the commitment of the staff to promoting language development as one of the school’s main priorities, and in the development of a daily Literacy time in all classes throughout the school. Every teacher will promote and support the development of children’s talking, listening, reading, writing and thinking skills in a variety of meaningful contexts in all curricular areas ensuring opportunities are given to promote these key skills.
Language should be a source of pleasure, enjoyment and richness as well as providing a means of partaking in a range of activities in public, cultural and working life. Children bring with them to school a wide range of attitudes towards, understanding of, and experiences with language. This diversity in children’s experiences, skills and understanding will be recognised by the staff, who will seek to work with the children and their families in the development of each individual as an able and enthusiastic language user.
In our school, we will strive to have children immersed in a stimulating environment of print as well as other reading materials which will be presented in an inviting and attractive way. Children will have opportunities, across all areas of the curriculum, to present ideas, experiences and understanding in ways which require a growing awareness of audience and purpose.
Progression will be seen in pupils’ increasing independence in talking, listening, reading, writing and thinking, their understanding and response to what they hear, read and write.

Phonics Policy Aims:
· To teach pupils aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme awareness in order to encourage good spelling. 
· To encourage repetition and consolidation, so that spelling becomes automatic. 
· To encourage pupils to segment and blend. 
· To learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language. 
· To teach pupils specific strategies to help them remember tricky words. 
· To ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative. 
· To encourage pupils to apply their phonic skills in all curriculum areas. 

Read Write Inc
 Riverside Primary School use the Read Write Inc (RWInc) synthetic phonics programme to ensure all staff were following a consistent approach to the teaching of reading and therefore children would benefit from accelerated progress. RWInc is a literacy programme that helps children learn synthetic phonics. It is one of the government recommended schemes and the founder, Ruth Miskin has worked closely with government policy. The scheme includes both phonics and reading focus. The sessions happen every day as the continuity and pace of the programme is essential to increasing the speed of children’s reading development. 
 
 The Aims of RWInc 
 The RWInc programme will teach children to: 
 Apply the skill of blending phonemes to read words
  Segment words in their constituent phonemes in order to spell words 
 Learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes 
 Read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonics patterns 
 Read texts and words that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible 
 
 
Teaching of RWInc will: 
 Be pitched at the correct level for the child, ensuring every child is sufficiently challenged whilst able to make clear progress
  Excite and stimulate children through active learning in which they enjoy achieving and progressing
  Focus on phonics and reading and incorporate writing where appropriate
  Encourage consistency of teaching and learning across the school
  Be pacey and based around a positive learning climate
  Incorporate partner work as often as possible to ensure that this is a strong feature of the session. 

Planning 
Planning for RWInc is completed with support from the handbooks taking into account the individual needs for each group. The planning identifies the phonics, ditties or story books and activities for the session targeted at the current attainment of the children. Lessons follow set routines, ensuring consistency across groups. 

Assessment  
Children are assessed throughout every lesson through teacher observation. 
 Teachers assess how children: 
 Recognise and say the sounds 
 Read the green and red words 
 Decode the ditty/story
 Comprehend the story 
 Formal assessment of children’s progress will take place at the end of each half term and children will be regrouped according to their ability and stage in learning to read. 
 
Provision 
Provision varies slightly between year groups and phases. 
In the Nursery, children begin RWInc after Christmas for a 20 minute daily session.
Across the rest of the school, daily phonics sessions take place from 11.20am-12.00pm. Groups are made up of children from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 with some KS2 pupils. Children are grouped according to attainment within their class to make sure teaching and learning is at the correct level for their current achievement. 
Key Stage 2 children identified as being below the expected level of attainment for phonics and reading will receive additional support through RWInc intervention sessions. These will take place daily between 11.35-12.00.

SEN pupils are fully involved in the RWInc sessions as children work in groups with others at their level. Teaching is geared to the speed of progress of each group. Additional 1:1 tuition may take place at other times; this will be identified by teachers in discussions with the SENDCo. 

Additional support 
There may be some children who are identified as needing a boost to their phonics knowledge, the lowest 20% of the cohort. These children will be identified by the teacher and 1-1 sessions will be delivered by support staff in class.  
 
Monitoring and Review 
 Children are assessed at the end of each half term, including at the end of the summer term to ensure that children are placed in the correct groups to start the new half term. 
 Data is collated from end of half term assessments to monitor progress of all groups and set new groups.
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Expected Progression 
 Reception - RWInc Set 1 and 2 sounds and words (Red Ditties to Pink Level books) 
 Year One -   RWInc Set 2 and 3 sounds and words (Pink to Blue level books) 
 Year Two -   RWInc consolidate Set 3 sounds and words (Grey level books)   

National Phonic Screening:
All pupils in Year One will be screened using the National Assessment materials in Term 6, end of June. If the pupils in Year One fail the screening they will be retested when they are in Year Two. This data will be submitted to the Local Authority. 

image1.png
RIVERSIDE





