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Handwriting Policy
Aims
The development of neat, well-formed writing should be encouraged for all pupils.
To promote a legible, aesthetically pleasing, and consistent style of handwriting throughout the school.
To encourage pupils to gain satisfaction from a neatly presented piece of work.
Guidelines
• A range of writing implements and media should be used to encourage, develop, and extend the pupils' conceptions of pattern and form.
• The process should begin in the early stages of writing with the correct formation of letters of the alphabet.
• Handwriting is a skill that needs to be formally taught and practised regularly.
• Letter formation should be based on the agreed handwriting script set out in RWInc guidance. This is to coincide with the texts children are exposed to whilst learning to read.
• The looped 'k' will be taught rather than un-looped.
• Nelson Handwriting font closely matches the RWInc guidance and is available on all computers to be used when displaying lettering around the school.
• From Year 2 upwards, pupils should be encouraged to join their handwriting.
• All pupils will be expected to use a joined script by the end of KS2.
• Accuracy, speed, and flow are essential aspects of handwriting skills and need to be practised.
• Support will be given to pupils as and when required. Support may take the form of underwriting, even in Key Stage 2 if deemed necessary.

Mark-making in Early Years (Nursery and Reception)
In Nursery and Reception, mark-making forms the foundation of handwriting development. At this early stage, it is important to encourage a wide variety of activities that help children develop hand-eye coordination, fine motor skills, and an understanding of shapes and patterns.
• Opportunities for mark-making – Provide a range of materials such as chalk, crayons, paint, and markers to allow children to experiment with different textures and surfaces. Encourage them to make marks freely and confidently.
• Pattern recognition and formation – Emphasise basic shapes (such as lines, circles, and curves) as these will form the basis of letter formation. Activities should focus on drawing vertical, horizontal, and diagonal lines, and circles, which are early skills for writing.
• Controlled fine motor activities – Encourage children to play with tools such as tweezers, scissors, and pegs to strengthen finger control. Fine motor games that require gripping and releasing can help improve hand strength for future writing tasks.
• Developing letter formation – Once children are comfortable with mark-making, introduce activities that focus on letter shapes (initially using large motor movements such as writing in the air or on large surfaces). Encourage them to trace and draw letters with their fingers in sand or on textured surfaces.
• Encouraging the correct pencil grip – Children should be encouraged to hold a pencil in the correct way, but this should come after they have had sufficient practice with mark-making and using various writing tools.
These early experiences will lay the foundation for the development of correct letter formation and neat handwriting later in their school journey.

Handwriting Timetable for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2):
Handwriting will be taught daily from 8:50 am to 9:05 am. This consistent, short daily practice allows children to develop and refine their handwriting skills progressively. The focus in Key Stage 1 is on the formation of individual letters, the development of pencil grip, and the early stages of joining letters together. During the session, there will be a focus on letter formation, using both individual practice and whole class guided activities. Following this, quick review and correction of any challenges, with specific attention to posture, hand positioning, and letter accuracy. Adults should monitor individual progress and provide support where needed.
Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5, and 6):
Handwriting will also be taught daily from 8:50 am to 9:05 am, with an increased focus on fluency, legibility, and the consistency of joined handwriting. Children will continue to refine their skills, focusing on writing more smoothly and with greater control over speed and spacing.
· 8:50 am - 9:00 am: Engage pupils in warm-up activities such as practising previously taught letter joins, writing sentences, and focusing on neatness.
· 9:00 am - 9:05 am: A new or focus join is introduced and modelled on the IWB by the teacher, and teachers and additional adults will circulate, offering guidance on posture and positioning, making corrections where necessary, and giving feedback on handwriting to help pupils achieve their personal goals. 
In both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, the daily handwriting lesson should be short and focused, allowing children to practice consistently while maintaining their engagement.
In both Key Stages, adults will use red biro pens to model size, formation, orientation or the correct join in pupil books, and will use green and pink highlighters to highlight on the spot examples of correct and incorrect formation respectively. No marking outside of the session is required – all marking and feedback should be within the session.
In KS1, the short date is written by the pupils, copied from the IWB (written by the teacher). The date is essential to track for progress over time. 
In KS2, teachers will write the date in full, using the joined script, and children will be required to replicate this in their books as part of daily practice. This will also support pupils’ knowledge of the correct spellings for days of the week and months of the year. The long date must be written using the teacher guidelines on the board so that pupils can copy this correctly into their books. 

Seating and Hand Position for Handwriting
The correct seating and hand position are critical to the development of good handwriting habits and ensuring the child can write comfortably and efficiently.
• Seating position – Pupils should sit at a desk or table that is at the correct height for them. Their feet should be flat on the floor, and their back should be straight and supported by the chair. Elbows should be bent at a right angle, with their forearms comfortably on the desk.
• Paper position – The paper should be angled comfortably depending on the child's dominant hand. This position helps the hand move freely across the page without obstructing the writing. Children should support the paper with their non-writing hand to keep it stable.
• Pen/Pencil grip – The writing instrument should be held with a relaxed grip, not too tightly, to avoid tension. The child should hold the pencil between their thumb and first two fingers, with the pencil resting on the middle finger. The grip should allow fluid movement across the paper without causing strain.
• Wrist and hand position – The wrist should remain relaxed and positioned comfortably above the paper, with the hand moving naturally as the child writes. The writing arm should not be over-extended, and the child should avoid awkward twisting of the wrist or hand.
Correct seating and hand positioning should be taught from the beginning, as these habits can prevent long-term problems with handwriting and reduce discomfort or fatigue during writing activities
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Modelling of Correct Handwriting by Adults
In order for pupils to develop strong handwriting skills, it is essential that adults consistently model correct handwriting both during lessons and in everyday classroom displays.
· Teacher’s Handwriting: Teachers should use clear, legible handwriting when writing on the whiteboard, in pupils’ books, and on displays. Teachers' handwriting should align with the school’s agreed handwriting script and be consistent across all written communication. This provides a model for pupils to follow.
· Explicit Modelling: When teaching handwriting, teachers should explicitly model the formation of letters and words. This includes demonstrating the correct starting points, direction of strokes, and joining methods for each letter, as well as writing at a pace that allows pupils to observe the process.
· Verbalising the Process: As teachers model handwriting, they should verbalise the steps they are taking, such as, "Start at the top, curve round, and join with the next letter," to reinforce the physical movements with language.
· Written Examples: Teachers should provide clear written examples of the expected handwriting style in key areas of the classroom (e.g., on the whiteboard, in worksheets, on displays) so pupils can refer to them when needed.
· Regular Feedback: Teachers should regularly provide positive, constructive feedback, pointing out good examples of handwriting, as well as giving specific suggestions for improvement where needed.
By consistently modelling correct handwriting, adults help to establish clear expectations and give pupils the opportunity to learn from high-quality examples.
To support pupils in their journey towards having a fluent handwriting style, it is essential that the handwriting lines used on the IWB for teacher modelling and examples to practice are of the same colour as those in pupil’s books. This provides additional guidance when teaching ascenders and descenders so that pupils are forming all letters correctly. 
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